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1 . (Currently amended) A closure for a container having an opening, said closure 
comprising: 

a cap including a cap top, a cap skirt depending from said cap top, a container-engaging 



a spout rotalably iengaging said sleeve, said spout including a spout top including an 
aperture, 2n outer spout skirt depending from said spout top and rotatably engaging said sleeve, 
and an inner spout skirt depending from said spout top; and 

a s eparate stem including a plug for selectively sealing said aperture, an outwardly 
extending spout-engaging member, and an outwardly extending cap-engaging member, said 
spout engaging member engaging said inner spoul skirt for helical motion with respect to said 
inner spout skirt, said cap-engaging member engaging said stem guide for axial motion with 
respect to said sleeve. 

2. (Original) The closure of Claim 1 in which said container-engaging member 
comprises an inwardly extending thread adapted to dctachably engage the container. 

3. (Original) The closure of Claim 2 in which said cap includes a tamper-evident 
band frangibly connected to a bottom portion of said cap skirt and adapted to dctachably engage 
the container. 

4. (Original) The closure of Claim I in which said stem guide includes a 
substantially vertically extending groove and said cap-engaging member includes a tab received 
in said groove. 
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member o.i said cap skirt, an open sleeve extending upwardly from said cap top, and a stem 
guide; 
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5. (Currently amended) The closure of Claim [[±]] 4 in which a portion of said tab 
extends upwardly between said sleeve and said inner spout skirt. 

6. (Original) The closure of Claim 1 in which said cap further comprises a rotation 
stop limiting rotation of said spout relative to said cap. 

7. (Original) The closure of Claim 6 in which said rotation stop limits rotation of 
said spout relative to said cap up lo approximately 360°. 

8. (Original) The closure of Claim 6 in which said rotation stop limits rotation of 
said spout relative to said cap to approximately 1 80°. 

9. (Original) The closure of Claim 1 in which said stem guide extends along an 
inner surface of said sleeve. 

10. (Original) The closure of Claim 1, said spout top further comprising a non- 
cylindrical outer wall forming a gripping portion facilitating gripping and rotation of said spout 
by a user. 

1 1 . (Original) The closure of Claim 1 in which said outer wall is oval shaped. 

12. (Original) The closure of Claim 1 in which one of said cap and skirt include a 
tamper stop and the other of said cap and skirt includes a removable tamper tab engaging said 
tamper stop, said tamper tab engaging said tamper stop and preventing substantial rotation of 
said spout relative to said cap until said tamper tab is removed. 

13 . (Original) The closure of Claim 1 in which the container opening is sealed by a 
sealing member, said stem farther comprising a downwardly extending piercing structure 
adapted for piercing the sealing member of the container upon rotation of said spout relative to 
said cap. 
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14. (Original) The closure of Claim 13 in which said stem guide includes a 
substantially vcrticiilly extending groove and said cap-engaging member includes a tab received 
in said groove, wherein said piercing member is a downwardly extending portion of said tab. 

15. (Currently amended) A closure for a container, said closure comprising: 

a c ap including a cap top, a cap skirt depending from said cap top and having an inwardly 
extending thread adapted to dctachably engage the container, an open sleeve extending upwardly 
from said cap top, and a stem guide extending along an internal surface of said sleeve; 

a spout rotalably engaging said sleeve, said spout including a spout top including an 
aperture, <m outer spout skirt depending from said spout top radially outward of said sleeve and 
rotatably t ngaging i;aid sleeve, and an inner spout skirt depending from said spout top radially 
within said sleeve; and 

a S' gparate stem including a body positioned radially within said inner spout skirl, a plug 
for selectively sealing said aperture, an outwardly extending spout-engaging thread, and an 
outwardly extending cap-engaging member, said spout engaging member engaging said inner 
spout skirl and adapted for helical motion with respect to said inner spout skirt, said cap- 
engaging member engaging said stem guide and adapted for axial motion with respect to said 
sleeve. 

16. (Original) The closure of Claim 15 in which said body is substantially 
cylindrical. 

17. (Previously presented) A closure for a container, said closure comprising: 

a cup including a cap top, a cap skirt depending from said cap top and having an inwardly 
extending bread adapted to detachably engage the container, an open sleeve extending upwardly 
from said cap top, and a stem guide extending along an internal surface of said sleeve; 

a spout rotatably engaging said sleeve, said spout including a spout top including an 
aperture, an outer spout skirt depending from said spout top radially outward of said sleeve and 
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rotatably engaging said sleeve, and an inner spout skirl depending from said spout top radially 
within said sleeve; and 

a .stem including a body positioned radially within said inner spout skirt, a plug for 
selectivel y sealing said aperture, an outwardly extending spout-engaging thread, and an 
oulwardl) extending cap-engaging member, said spout engaging member engaging said inner 
spout skirt and adapted for helical motion with respect to said inner spout skirt, said cap- 
engaging member engaging said stem guide and adapted for axial motion with respect to said 
sleeve; 

wherein said cap includes a tamper-evident band frangibly connected to a bottom portion 
of said cap skirt. 

1 8 (Original) The closure of Claim 1 5 in which said cap further comprises a rotation 
stop limiting rotation of said spout relative to said cap. 

1 9 (Original) The closure of Claim 1 5 in which one of said cap and skirt include a 
tamper ste p and the other of said cap and skirt includes a removable tamper tab engaging said 
tamper step, said tamper tab engaging said tamper stop and preventing substantial rotation of 
said spout relative to said cap until said tamper tab is removed. 

20. (Original) The closure of Claim 1 5 in which the container opening is sealed by a 
foil member, said stem further comprising a downwardly extending foil piercing structure 
adapted for piercing the foil member of the container upon rotation of said spout relative to said 
cap. 
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